Research and Development.
We must recognise the importance of Applied Research, particularly “early stage” Applied Research. Since the mid 1980s the balance between Pure and Applied Research has been wrong and this has led to a less competitive UK farming industry.
This is needed to link the “Innovation Chain” from the pure science carried out by for example the BBSRC and the development carried out by for example the AHDB.

We need front ended investment in Applied Research as soon as possible.

The BBSRC needs to continue and extend its new focus on work that can be translated to the “field.”

The remit of the AHDB should be such that it is able to pick up the results of a reinvigorated Applied Research sector, having identified potential practical problems and solving them.
The AHDB has yet to settle after structural change but must remain. Strong acceptable leadership is vital. Levy payers must feel they have an interest in the investment they all make in the AHDB.
Ideally we would wish to see the retention of a specific institute for each of the main production “areas” with a combination of pure and applied science and the relevant resources.

However we recognise that economically that is difficult and believe we should build an applied research structure with the facilities we have.

We should be in a position to work with partners within the EU and farther afield on Research and Development projects. For that to be the case we, in the UK, need to have something to offer as far as innovative ideas are concerned.
It is important that CAP Reform allows a fair national allocation of Research spend in relation to the Framework Programme across the EU and that spend on Applied Research and Demonstration becomes part of Pillar 2.

We do not advocate setting up a new organisation to handle funds for R and D emanating from Pillar 2. In part they should be handled by the TSB and in part by the AHDB.

We need to remove the non near market shackles and reward research which is successfully translated.

